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Economic Benefits of Expanding 

West Virginia’s Technology-

Based Economy

� New Jobs, Higher Incomes

� New and Expanded Businesses 

� Innovation-led business growth

� Increased participation in global market

� Attract and Retain educated workforce



What is TBED

� Business that apply technology in 
traditional or innovative settings such as

�Clean Coal

�Mine Safety

�Biometric Identification 

�Aerospace Production



More TBED in WV

� University or Federal/Private Laboratory 
technological advances
�Environmental remediation (i.e. water quality, 

reclamation)

�Construction/ Manufacturing materials 
advances

�New products: robots, games, weapons

�Pharmaceuticals



Who is moving TBED in WV?

� Public agencies, Private companies, 

Universities, Non-profit development 

organizations, federal agencies  

� Newly formed:  WV Coalition for Technology 

Based Economic Development  (TBED) 
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Important steps

� Identify existing strengths and 
weaknesses

� Identify strategies with highest impact and 
reach

� Engage existing organizations and 
businesses to champion strategies

� Measure and document changes



Battelle Report 

� Gap Analysis

� Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis

� Strengths and Weaknesses

� For use as a tool in development of the 
WV TBED Blueprint. 



Battelle Findings

� Gap 











Is TBED Important locally?

Yes!!  Traditional industries have technology 
needs, often need help in matching 
research to need. 

Yes!! Production, education, training, 
placement of skilled workforce.  Workforce 
isn’t only “PhDs in white coats” but 
technologists, software developers, lab 
technicians, etc. 



Important locally?

� Location for technology applications and 
new businesses , not only urban or 
university cities but also smaller 
communities.

� Entrepreneurs grow in the tech based 
economy… an objective for most local 
development



How can you participate?

� WV Coalition for TBED will have membership 

opportunities

� Keep aware of TBED policies and developments 

that affect your region

� Support expansion of technology infrastructure, 

science education, facilities, etc. 

� Collaborate and network with TBED 

organizations 



Questions?


